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FOLLOWING REPEAT LONDON 3688 SENT ACTION SECSTATE MAR 07. 

QUOTE SECRET LONDON 03688 

NODIS 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-L 
TAGS: PARM, UK 

SUBJECT: FURTHER UK VIEWS ON ERW 

1 . SOURCES IN FCO TOLD US MARCH 7 THAT AS RESULT OF 
INTER-AGENCY DISCUSSION, SENIOR UK OFFICIALS IN WAKE OF 
FEBRUARY 24 NAC MEETING WERE INCLINING TO THE VIEW THAT 
IT MIGHT BE PREFERABLE TO TRADE RESTRAINT IN ERW 
DEPLOYMENT FOR A GENERALIZED CALL FOR RESTRAINT ON THE 
PART OF THE SOVIETS IN THE BUILDUP OF THEIR FORCES 
CONFRONTING NATO. THIS IDEA. WHICH WE UNDERSTAND WAS 
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PRINCIPALLY AUTHORED BY FOREIGN SECRETARY OWEN, RESTS 
ON CONVICTION THAT ERW/SS-20 LINKAGE WOULD NOT BE 
CREDIBLE TO EUROPEAN PARLIAMENTS AND PUBLICS BECAUSE OF 
THE OBVIOUS MISMATCH BETWEEN THE WEAPONS. FURTHER, THIS 
LINKAGE WOULD PERPETUATE MYTH THAT ERW, LIKE THE SS-20, 

IS A WEAPON OF MASS DESTRUCTION. THEREFORE, UNDER 

OWEN’S PRODDING THE FCO HAS COME UP WIND IT, THIS SCHEME ENVISAGES 
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THAT US 

WOULD ANNOUNCE DECISION TO PRODUCE ERW AND EUROPEAN 
ALLIES WOULD SIMULTANEOUSLY SUPPORT DEPLOYMENT IN EUROPE. 
AT THE SAME TIME, NATO WOULD INDICATE THAT IT WOULD BE 
PREPARED TO FOREGO DEPLOYMENT VF WIDER MEASURES OF 
DISARMAMENT COULD BE ACHIEVED WHICH WOULD REDUCE SOVIET 
THREAT, NUCLEAR AND/OR CONVENTIONAL, TO WESTERN EUROPE. 
THIS PROPOSAL WOULD GO ON TO ENUNMERATE SOVIET SYSTEMS 
WHICH, IF CONSTRAINED, WOULD BE ENTICEMENT TO CONVINCE 
ALLIES NOT TO DEPLOY ERW. THE SS-20 AND SOVIET TANKS ON 
CENTRAL FRONT WOULD BE SPECIFICALLY MENTIONED. HOWEVER, 
ACCORDING TO BRITISH SOURCES, HMG DOES NOT FORESEE TYING 
TANKS SPECIFICALLY TO MBFR SINCE THAT WOULD INCREASE 
DANGER OF THE TRADEOFF "SINKING IN THE VIENNA BOG." IN 
DESCRIBING THE ABOVE TO US, FCO OFFICIALS COULD NOT 
CONCEAL THEIR CHAGRIN THAT OWEN HAS ENTERED THE ERW 
SWEEPSTAKES AT A LATE MOMENT WITH A NEW IDEA. 

3. BRITISH WILL DISCUSS THIS IDEA WITH GERMANS IN BONN 
ON THURSDAY. 

4. COMMENT: IN OUR VIEW OPENING THIS DOOR NOW WOULD 
CATER TO ALL THE POLITICAL INTERESTS CALLING FOR 
DILUTION, DISTRACTION, AND DELAY OF OUR INTENTIONS. IT 
WILL BE HARD ENOUGH TO SUSTAIN THE MOMENTUM ACHIEVED BY 
RECENT DISCUSSIONS EVEN WITHOUT THIS NEW UK ELEMENT. IF 
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IT IS GIVEN A SERIOUS HEARING WITHIN THE ALLIANCE, 

RESOLUTION OF ERW ISSUE BEFORE NATO SUMMIT AND UN 
SPECIAL SESSION LOOKS DIM. 

5. AS WE HAVE NOTED, OWEN IS THE FATHER OF THIS IDEA. 

THUS, WE SHOULD DIRECT OUR EFFORTS TO CHANGING HIS MIND 
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. THE FIRST OPPORTUNITY WILL BE ON 
MARCH 8 WHEN HE SEES THE SECRETARY. 

6. DEPARTMENT PLEASE REPEAT AS APPROPRIATE. 

BREWSTER UNQUOTE VANCE 
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